
PEOPLE WHO CHANGED THE WORLD 
JOHN HOWARD OF BEDFORD - PRISON REFORMER 

MAGAZINE 
 WINTER 2020 

�^�/�����}�µ�o�����v�}�š�����v�i�}�Ç���u�Ç�������•���������v�������� 
leisure in neglect of an  opportunity    
offered by  provience of attempting 
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Howard inspected prisons     
throughout Europe. He was                   
careful not to visit a gaol before  
breakfast,  .... Continued on page 7. 

Do you enjoy walking, beautiful scenery and woodland?                     
Ampthill Park is a great place to go and explore with approximately 160 acres of parkland and      
woodland.  There is a children's play area, park hub with cafe and toilets, 
tennis courts and superb view over Marston Vale. Henry VIII hunted here 
and the parkland landscape was created by Lancelot 'Capability' Brown in 
the 18th century.  There are lots of blackberries in the summer and the 
large chestnut trees are good for roast chestnuts! As the park is on the                    
Greensand Ridge Walk, it is not so muddy as Marston Vale.   
Ampthill Park Hub Café Open Daily 9.30am to 5.00pm - see fb. There are two car parks off the 
B530, Woburn Street, Ampthill, MK45 2HX  
www.ampthilltowncouncil.org.uk/park/visiting-the-park 

AMPTHILL PARK 

required. Howard therefore                    
travelled into other counties, but 
only saw more injustices and      
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enjoy my ease and leisure in       
neglect of an opportunity offered 
by providence  of attempting the 
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In 1777 he published 'The State of 
the Prisons in England and Wales' 
which was presented to the House 
of Commons. Diseases, bullying 
and extortion in prisons were rife. 
There was no fresh air in              
underground dungeons, exercise or 
sanitation. 

John Howard was the local squire at     
Cardington (near the Wixams). 
 In 1773, while Sheriff of                
Bedfordshire, he found out that poor 
people, once arrested, had      little 
chance of regaining their     freedom. 
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verdict of juries were  declared not 
guilty after having been confined for 
months, dragged back to gaol and 
locked up again till they should pay 
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Howard applied for a salary for the 
Bedford gaoler but a precedent was       
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